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tial and even dangerous. You must write again if this letter does
not satisfy you.1

Tours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat: S.N. 10547

275.   SPEECH AT MEETING OF MISSIONARIES

July 28, 1925

I had the pleasure of delivering an address before the mis-
sionaries in Calcutta at Y.M.C.A. on 28th ultimo. I have been
supplied with shorthand notes of that address, and as it was of
general interest I reproduce below an abridgment of it. I have
omitted no salient thought or expression, but I have omitted
some descriptive passages.

M. K, G.

Not many of you perhaps know that my association with
Christians, not Christians so called but real Christians, dates
from 1?89, when as a lad t found myself in London; and that
association has grown riper as years have rolled on. In South
Africa, where I found myself in the midst of inhospitable sur-
roundings, I was able to make hundreds of Christian friends. I
came in touch with th$ late Mr. Spencer Watton, Director of
South Africa General Mission, and, later, with the great divine,
Rev. Mr. A. Murray and several others.

My acquaintanpe, therefore, this evening with so many mis-
sionaries is by no means a new thing. There was even a time in
my life when a very sincere and intimate friend of. mine, a great
and good Quaker^ had designs on me. (Laughter.) He thought
that I was too good not to become a Christian. I was sorry to
have disappointed him. One missionary friend of mine in South
Africa still writes* to me and asks me, 'How is it with you?' I
have always told this friend that so far as I know, it is all
well with me. If it was prayer that these friends expected me to
make, I was able to tell them that every day the heart-felt prayer
within the closed door of my closet went to the Almighty to show
me light and give wisdom and courage to follow that light.

. 1 Some farther correspondence appears to have ensued; vide Vol. XXX,
"Letter to Fred E, Gampbell'% 23-4-1926.